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TRISTAN AND ISOLDA
DRAMA IN THREE ACTS

CHARACTERS
Tarstan Yenor Mzror Toner
Kmc Mazx Bass Brancxra Seprawe
IsoLpa Seprawe A Suzruzep Yemer
Kuzvznar Baritone A Hiumsman Beritons

SarLoes, KNIGHTS AND ATTENDANTS

SCENE OF ACTION

Act L At seaon the deck of Tristan’s ship, on the voyage from Ireland to Cornwall,
Act II. King Mark’s castle in Cornwall.
Act IIL. Tristan’s castle in Brittany.

The drama was first performed at Munich sn Jume 10, 1865

with the following cast:
TrISTAR Herr Schuorr von Carebifeld
IsoLpe Frax Schuorr von Carelsfeid
Kon16 Mark:e Herr Zsttmayer
KurwENAL Herr Mitterwurser
Mzior Herr Hanrich
BrANGANEZ Frl. Deinet
Ew Her Herr Simons
Ein STruRRMANR Herr Hartmamn
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whose poison sears his heart. Accursed the cup and accursed the hand that
brewed it! Will the shepherd never change his doleful strain? Ah, Iso/de,
how beautiful you are! The ship, the ship! It must be in sight. Kurwenal,
have you no eyes? Isolde’s ship! A merry tune bursts from the shepherd’s
pipe. It is the ship! What flag flies at the peak? The flag of All’s well!’
Now the ship disappears behind a cliff. There the breakers are treacherous.
Who is at the helm? Friend or foe? Meloss accomplice? Are you, too, a
traitor, Kurwenal? Tristan’s strength is unequal to the excitement of the
moment. His mind becomes dazed. He hears Iso/de’s voice, and his wan-
dering fancy transforms it into the torch whose extinction once summoned
him to her side: *Do I hear the light?’ He staggers to his feet and tears
the bandages from his wound. ‘Ha! my blood! flow merrily now! She who
opened the wound is here to heal it!’ Life endures but for one embrace,
one glance, one word: ‘Isolde!” While Iso/de lies mortally stricken upon
Tristan’s corpse, Marke and his train arrive upon a second ship. Brangane
has told the secret of the love-draught, and the king has come to unite the
lovers. But his purpose is not known, and faithful Kurwenal receives his
death-blow while trying to hold the castle against Marke’s men. He dies
at Tristan’s side. Isolde, unconscious of all these happenings, sings out her
broken heart and expires.
“SAnd ere her ear might hear, her heart had heard,

Nor sought she sign for witness of the word;

But came and stood above him, newly dead,

And felt his death upon her: and her head

Bowed, as to reach the spring that slakes all drought ;
And their four lips became one silent mouth.’”

H. E. KreunieL

Blue Hill, Maine, September 18, 1906,



ORDER OF THE SCENES
ACT 1

SCENE
L Isolda, Brangzna ; Voice of a2 Young Sailor
II. The Same; Tristan, Kurvenal ; Sailors, Knights and Attendants
IIL. Isolda and Brangzna (alone)
IV. The Same ; Kurvenal
V. Isolda, Brangena, Tristan ; later Kurvenal, Sailors, &c.

ACT 11
I. Isolda, Brangzna
II. Tristan, Isolda
III. The Same; Kurvenal, Brangzna, Mark, Melot, and Courtiers

ACT III
I. The Shepherd, Kurvenal, Tristan
I1. Tristan, Isolda; Kurvenal

III. The Same ; the Shepherd, the Helmsman, Melot, Brangzna, Mark. Knights
and Attendants

s (xv)

15
27
56

108
132

217
273

283
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